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Joint Statement by the Presidents of the Russian Federation and the 
United States of America 
April 25, 2005 

April 25, 2005, marks the 60th anniver-
sary of the meeting of Soviet and U.S. 
troops at the River Elbe. 

Our nations will always remember the 
handshake that made history at the Elbe, 
which became one of the most vivid sym-
bols that our countries were comrades-in- 
arms in fighting together against Nazi tyr-
anny, oppression, and aggression. We ad-
mire the courage and gallant deeds of the 
soldiers from the countries of the anti-Hit-
ler coalition. We will never forget their sac-
rifice for our common victory. 

The past 60 years have witnessed rec-
onciliation in Europe, the overcoming of 
the Cold War legacy, the fall of barriers 
that divided peoples and nations, the 
growth of prosperity, and the advancement 
of freedom and democracy. 

In the new century, new threats to the 
security of our countries have arisen, in-
cluding terrorism and the proliferation of 
weapons of mass destruction. But there are 
also increased opportunities for building a 
lasting peace based on law and the com-
mon values of freedom and democracy. 
While Russia and the United States are 
building a closer partnership, the meeting 
at the Elbe reminds us of the enormous 
advantages that we can provide for both 
our countries and for the rest of the world 
when we are united in dealing with global 
challenges and take advantage of the oppor-
tunities before us for progress and coopera-
tion. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment. 

Joint Statement by President George W. Bush and Crown Prince Abdullah 
of Saudi Arabia 
April 25, 2005 

Sixty years ago, President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt and the Kingdom of Saudi Ara-
bia’s founder King Abdulaziz Al Saud held 
a historic meeting upon a sturdy ship at 
the Great Bitter Lake in the Suez Canal. 
In six hours President Bush’s predecessor 
and the Crown Prince’s father established 
a strong personal bond that set the tone 
for decades of close relations between our 
two nations. 

Today, we renewed our personal friend-
ship and that between our nations. In our 
meeting we agreed that momentous 
changes in the world call on us to forge 
a new relationship between our two coun-
tries—a strengthened partnership that 

builds on our past partnership, meets to-
day’s challenges, and embraces the oppor-
tunities our nations will face in the next 
sixty years. 

Our friendship begins with the recogni-
tion that our nations have proud and very 
distinct histories. 

The United States respects Saudi Arabia 
as the birthplace of Islam, one of the 
world’s great religions, and as the symbolic 
center of the Islamic faith as custodian of 
Islam’s two holy places in Makkah and 
Madina. Saudi Arabia reiterates its call on 
all those who teach and propagate the 
Islamic faith to adhere strictly to the Is-
lamic message of peace, moderation, and 
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